Introduction by Anne Webb

Elizabeth Aubeny,

How can I possibly present Elizabeth to you in just two minutes?

I asked a few people what comes to mind when they think of Elizabeth. Gradually a picture emerges. 

When you first see Elizabeth you see a petite, elegant, stylish lady from Paris, probably wearing a warm coat.  When you first hear her she will probably say ‘Please forgive me for my bad English’. You may think ’Ah this is a sweet lady, I will listen politely’. 

But do not be deceived. Elizabeth may look petite, she may look a little frail but she has a core of steel and embodies determination and focus. Her messages are always clear. 

Let me give you some examples. 

She works at the Broussais Hospital in Paris where 30 years ago she founded a Family Planning unit.  Broussais may be one of the smaller Paris hospitals but she developed a friendly, supportive, non judgemental, abortion service. It was one of the first places to study and develop medical abortion. She used her determination and dedication to ensure the availability of this new method, not only in France, but also across the world. As you can imagine standing up for abortion is not always easy.

She was a founder member and president of the International Federation of Associations of Professionals in Abortion and Contraception, FIAPAC. She travelled tirelessly in France, Europe and worldwide championing the rights of women to abortion and spreading the message of choice of methods and increased accessibility. 

Her work in this area was recognised by the French government when they gave her one of the highest civilian awards, the Légion d’Honneur for her work in making safe abortion available. 

But it is not just abortion she is famous for. Twenty years ago she supported our founder president David Serfaty, in organising the first ESC congress in Paris.  In those days there was no Secretariat. The locals did it all. She was a member of the Board for many years, president of the scientific committee and executive committee member. She has worked tirelessly for the Society throughout these twenty years.

She always communicates her message clearly regardless of accent. She has been known to change the direction of a meeting with the strike of a pen! 

France was at the forefront of making EC available in pharmacies. Elizabeth was part of the team that made it possible. Out of this came her being a founder member and president of the Association Française de Contraception. Everything Elizabeth does, she does with passion, energy, drive, compassion and always putting the client at the centre. 

It is with great delight that I present to you:

Elizabeth Aubeny

